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boat to a point nearest the beast, I stood in the bow ready to
fire as soon as we had approached near enough. The panther
kept dragging the object about, unmindful of the boat, until
its keel grated on the sand within twenty feet of it. Just as
the boat stopped, I fired. The bullet pierced its vitals, and
after satisfying myself that it was dead, got out to skin it,
when 1 found that one of the panther’s paws was firmly locked
in the jaws of a large, hard-shell turtle. It appeared to me
that the panther had been in search of food, and spying the
turtle, crept up to it, with the intent to catch it, and he did
catch it; he “caught a tartar.” The turtle got a paw in his
mouth, and kept hold so firmly that the panther was unable
to extricate it. I am of the opinion that the panther knew
he had “put his foot in it,” and out of respect to his unfortu-
nate condition, I never boasted the exploit of killing him.
The skin of the panther was not worth a sou-markee, but the
turtle was a prize I knew how to manage, for I was something
of an epicure. The turtle furnished us with many a delicious
feast, until we reached the Prairie.

I found on arriving at Prairie Du Chien that the speculating
mania had come to a crisis, and “hard times” had put a
damper on the spirits of the people, as well as put a stop to all
enterprises. Real estate was still held at high rates, but it did
not change owners as frequently as in 1836. The state of
affairs was similar to that of 1858.

In the year 1824, one cow would buy a small farm. Asan
instance, showing how cheap land could be bought then, I
will cite a fact that occurred to me. A certain person owed
me a bill of five dollars, and not having the money, he came
to me and offered to deed a piece of property to me to pay the
debt. Low as such property was, taxes were very heavy, and
8o I would not accept the offer. B. W. Brisbois afterwards
paid eight hundred dollars for the lot, and now it is not to be
had at any price.

The Territorial Government of Wisconsin was established
when I had returned in 1839, and I believe that I sat on the
jury when the first criminal case was tried under the Territo-



